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By David Sackrider

Artists throughout Loudoun County opened their studios to visitors for the third annual West-
ern Loudoun Artists Studio Tour last weekend. Nearly thirty artists participated this year, and all 
indications point to a bigger than ever turn out of visitors.

Katy Stidley, one of the host artists, encouraged guests to step into her Round Hill lampwork-
ing shop to watch her friend Julie Bahun “playing with fire” at a small workbench. Lampworking 
is the technical name for making glass beads, a process that involves heating glass rods to the 
melting point in an open flame. In the old days, Bahun said, Venetian craftsmen would use oil 
lamps for this purpose, hence the term lampworking.

At Stidley’s studio the flame shoots from a burner that mixes propane and pure oxygen in a 
high-tech nozzle that looks more like a rocket engine than an ancient Italian oil lamp. As Bahun 
described the process of softening the glass rod, the blue flame took on an orange glow. When 
it appeared that the glowing tip of sagging glass would drip to the table, Buhan caught it with 
a mandrill, a metal rod around which she creates the bead. From this point on she continually 
rotated the mandrill to keep the bead from falling.

With skill that she has honed over the past 12 years, Bahun used several other glass rods and 
a variety of simple tools to create a five-petal flower with a hole perfectly centered. Through that 
hole the bead will be attached to an earring, necklace or other ornament. At times like these, the 
piece of jewelry at the end of the line seems to matter less than the act of bead making. Buhan 
said, “Some people read, walk, do yoga. I can make beads for hours.”

Stidley, like Bahun, started bead making about a decade ago. Operating out of her house in 
Round Hill she sells beaded jewelry through The Beaded Rabbit. In fact, it was her bead making 
that brought her to Round Hill.

Three and half years ago she and her husband were looking for a move from the inner sub-
urbs. Stidley happened upon a house that had an old chicken coop in the back yard. “As soon as 
I saw that I thought, ‘My bead shack!’” she said. “I knew we had to have it.”

Over time Stidley hopes to have a studio slightly larger than her refurbished chicken coop. “I 
want to have a couple of torches,” she said, “and maybe have some students.”

On the other side of Round Hill, and on the other end of the fire-playing scale, lies David 
Norton’s extensive pottery operation. Through late Saturday afternoon a steady stream of visitors 
had driven down the gravel driveway to the Norton studio situated on seven acres of an old farm 
totally surrounded by the upscale community of Stoneleigh.

“I haven’t had a chance to sit down,” Norton said as he wrapped some recent sales and his 
wife Brenda took still more orders. Together, chatting with customers and bantering between 
themselves, they appear very comfortable at their make-shift sales office beside the kiln that 
Norton built himself in 1997.

One wall of the massive chamber sits on a small railroad car which can hold several months 
of the Nortons’ product – yes, Brenda also makes pottery. Once they have loaded the multiple 
fireproof shelves with cups, plates, bowls and bird feeders, they roll the car and wall into place 
to begin the firing process. 

During the next twelve hours about $150 worth of propane bring the heat up to firing tem-
perature. At that point the burners are turned off. The kiln then takes three days to cool to the 
point at which the wall can again be opened and the results examined. Pottery making is not for 
people demanding instant gratification.

Ultimately the pottery goes into the beautiful and well lit showroom, joining the wide selection 
of pottery, both functional and artistic, on display. Speaking of the variety of objects he creates 
Norton said, “Every now and then the painter in me gets out, but that doesn’t pay the bills. I like 
the functional pieces.”

Part of the gratification of his work comes from the contact that he has with the people who 
buy, and use, his work. “We get calls,” he said, “from people who say, ‘David, I can’t drink my 
coffee this morning because your mug broke. I need another one.’”

Does it bother Norton that the fruits of his labor can be so easily broken? Apparently not. 
“That,” he said, “is what keeps potters potting.”

For the last three years Norton has been creating potters, or at least helping area residents 
find their inner potter, by teaching intermediate and advanced pottery classes at the Round Hill 
Arts Center. The next generation of western Loudoun artist will be well served by artists like 
Norton and Stidley sharing their technical skills and the creative passions that feed their souls.

More information about all of the artists whose studios were part of the tour can be found at 
www.wlast.org.

Artists and Residents Mingle at Gala and Auction
A crowd filled the Franklin Park Performing and Visual Arts Center last Saturday evening 

celebrating the successes of the third annual Western Loudoun Artists Studio Tour. Music, great 
food and talk about the events of the day filled the room. Attendees had the opportunity to bid 
on artwork at the silent auction. Each studio tour artist contributed a piece to the auction. Items 

Western Loudoun Artists Studio Tour
were on view from June 6-22 at the Round Hill Arts Center. The money raised from the auction 
went to support the local arts.

Artists, organizers and participants were pleased with the tour this year from the high caliber 
of artists participating to the large amount of foot traffic at the studios. Jeff Stern said, “This tour 
really drew a lot of people from the Warrenton, Washington, DC, Shenandoah, and Pennsylvania 
regions.” He was pleased with the caliber of artists participating and the quality of artists that are 
here in western Loudoun. Janie Jones, a watercolor painter and participant said she was pleased 
with the tour. “It was a great way to entertain house guests.” Hope Hanes for the Round Hill Arts 
Center said she thought the event was fabulous and in talking with the artists they had record 
sales and of course, the weather held out too. Jeanne Nichols, the chief organizer of the event 
was pleased with this year’s tour. “It’s great that people are getting to see the fantastic artistic 
resources of the county and it’s especially nice that we got a lot of people from outside the county.” 
Cindy Lowther, President at Franklin Park, who also attended the gala said, “I hadn’t been in all 
of the pockets of western Loudoun and it was wonderful to see the countryside. Driving to each 
studio the scenery and vistas were just breathtaking.” She continued, “Artists purposefully picked 
places to inspire their creativity.” 

The artists on tour represent just a small percentage of artists here in the community. Each 
artist does not show every year so every year the tour is different. If you missed this year’s tour, the 
fourth annual tour will be sure to please. u
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On Saturday, June 21st the Purcellville Fire House was open to the community to enjoy the first full evening of summer. Everyone en-
joyed ice cream and kids got to sit in the fire truck and try on firefighter hats. 

Purcellville Fire Department Hosts 
Ice Cream Social

Jake, Kristin, and Kassidy enjoyed sitting in the fire truck. Adam, Cole, Noelle, and Katie enjoyed the festivities at the 
firehouse.

Pere and Phyllis Titus enjoyed the ice cream social.

First Annual Cruise-In in Lovettsville
Music, a great band, good food, a warm sunny day, and some really great cars made for a successful first annual Lovettsville 

Fuel and Fire Cruise-In which took place last Sunday behind the Lovettsville Fire Station. 
Eligible cars to enter the Cruise-In and be on display had to be 1983 or older. The first 100 registrants received a dash 

plaque. 
The program was a joint effort between the Lovettsville Volunteer Fire and Rescue and the Lovettsville Business Association. 

For more information about the Cruise-In or to participate next year, call the Lovettsville Business Association. u

Lovettsville's Fuel & Fire Cruise-In

Darren Casper, Mike Senate, Gloria Westerman, and Howard Wil-
liamson were the coordinators of the Cruise-In.
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Your direct source for your granite and marble needs

Free Custom 
Fabrication & 
installation 

Free estimates!

KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS • VANITIES • BATHTUBS • FIREPLACES 

BAR TOPS • OUTDOOR GRILLS  • KITCHEN RENOVATION  

ALL KINDS OF REPAIRS • KITCHEN REMODELING 

Flintstone Marble & Granite

Retail Businessof the Year2007 Loudoun County
Chamber of Commerce

Best New Business
Winner 2007Loudoun

Best of the Best Poll

4th of July Fireworks Spectacular
Free Installed Single Sink  Bathroom 
Vanity Including a Free Undermount 
Porcelain Sink with the  Installation 
of a Kitchen 65 square feet or greater.  
(granite choice for vanity from 
remnant stock only).  
Sale ends 7/20/08

 Let us showcase your new
granite project in our ads! 
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Last Sunday, billows of smoke filled the air behind the Purcellville Fire Department. The department held a combination drill for 
its firefighters to learn about extrication techniques and burning conditions of new and old cars. u

Training for the Purcellville Firefighters

US Army Chorale “Downrange” 
Comes to Purcellville

Last Sunday evening, a crowd filled the Purcellville Skate Rink to hear the US Army Chorale “Downrange,” the popular music 
ensemble of The United States Army Band “Pershing’s Own.” 

Its repertoire for the evening was from classical to easy-listening jazz, signature patriotic showpieces, and pop music. Along 
with the vocal talent was a lead guitar, bass, and drum instrumentalists. Members of the audience were singled out to participate 
in the singing.

The performance was originally scheduled to be held outside on the field of Fireman’s Field but due to the weather was moved 
inside. If you missed this dynamic performance last weekend, there’s another chance to see the band perform this summer outside 
at Fireman’s Field. Keep watching the Gazette’s calendar for scheduling. u

Photos By Gazette

Contributed PhotoContributed Photo
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• Local references gladly furnished
• Decks powerwashed and sealed
• Drywall repairs
• Light carpentry
• Log homes

PBR & Company projects have been featured 
twice in Log Homes Illustrated, and can be 
seen on HGTV in July of 2008.

Attention Homeowners and Home Purchasers with Good Credit

• Government (FHA/VA) & Conventional Mortgage Rates Are Near Historic Lows.
• Federal Government Has TEMPORARILY Increased Conforming & FHA Loan Limits in the 

Loudoun County and Greater Washington, D.C. Area to $729,750. 
• NOW IS THE TIME To Purchase or Refinance Your Home.

Lower Your Payments & Consolidate Debt, Fund Your Children’s Education,
Build Retirement Savings, and Increase Your Monthly Cash Flow

CALL TODAY (703) 737-3268

Custom Farming

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION
    ADDITIONS • REPAIRS

SINCE 1976

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
Blue Ridge

Remodeling, Inc.
540-338-6076
Round Hill, VA
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Full Service Co.
Weekly Lawn Maintenance

36 Years Experience,
Serving Western Loudoun

for 18 Years.

"Best in the West"
Let our experience and expertise 

work for you at competitive prices!

(540) 338-5130

Trial by Fire Web Design LLC

www.TrialByFireDesigns.com
President@TrialByFireDesigns.com

Mike DeBaise
President

Local...
  Affordable...
         Custom...
      & Dynamic Web Solutions

Advertise in 
Purcellville Gazette's 
Business Directory 

for as low as $14.00!!!

Hillsboro
• Saturday, July 5 beginning 

at 5pm Hillsboro’s Community 
Association’s Independence Day 
Celebration, held on the grounds 
of Hillsboro’s Old Stone School. 
The event will include: live mu-
sic, games, raffles, a bake sale, 
a BBQ dinner, and a fireworks 
display.

Leesburg
• Friday, July 4, Independence 

Day Parade from 10-12pm in 
downtown Leesburg. The parade 
will begin at Ida Lee Park and 
proceed South on King Street to 
the Safeway Shopping Center.

• Friday, July 4 Leesburg’s 
Independence Day Celebration 
from 6pm-10pm at the Ida Lee 
Park Recreation Center. There will 
be food and a live performance 
by the band Marna and Macy.

Lovettsville
• Thursday, July 3, 

Independence Day Celebration 
Parade at 5:30pm- parade begins 
at Lovettsville Community Center 
and ends at the Lovettsville 
Elementary School.

• At 6:00pm amusements, games, 
and food will be held at the Lovetts-
ville Community Center on the ball-
field. At 7:30pm the Blue Ridge 
Thunder Cloggers will perform. At 
8:45pm activities will end at the 
community center. At 9:15pm fire-
works will commence.

Middleburg
• Friday, July 4, Middleburg’s In-

dependence Day Celebration at the 
Middleburg Community Center from 
11am-6pm. The pool will be open 
from 11am-6pm with music, games, 
contests and food af-
terward. Fireworks 
will commence at 
dusk.

Purcellville
• Thursday, July 

3, Independence 
Day Cook-Out at 
the Carver Center 
from 12pm-2pm. A 
traditional cook-out 
and old fashioned 
games. (Ages 55 & 
up, a fee of $2.00)

• Friday, July 4, July 4th in 
Franklin Park from 6-9pm. Live 
music featuring the Robbie Limon 
Band, food, and a fireworks display 
accompanied by the Loudoun 
Symphonic Winds.

• Friday July 4, “Pride of 
Purcellville” Parade from 1-6pm. 
The parade will start at Noon at 
Emerick Elementary School and 
ends at Loudoun Valley High School. 
There will be rides, food, music, 
crafts, and more.

Round Hill
• Friday, July 4, Indepen-

dence Day Parade 9am on 
- beginning at Woodgrove 
Park. Live music in Town 
Park immediately follow-
ing parade, featuring Tomy 
Wright and Brooke Robins. 
The Round Hill Junior Wom-
en’s Group will be serving 
lemonade and be holding a 
bake sale in the Town Park. 
Western Loudoun Commu-
nity Church will be holding 
old fashioned games at the 
Town Park. Ice cream will 
be for sale by the Round Hill 
Volunteer Fire Department   
in the Town Park.

Western Loudoun 4th of July Activities
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SERVICES

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

WANTED

YARD SALE

FOUND FOR RENT

Creature Comforts Pet Sitting, Inc.
Serving Loudoun Since 1989

• Mid-Day Dog Walks
• Daily Visits
• Field Trips

• Large Animals
• Small Animals
• Exotics

Ask about our FREE Microchip offer
Jeanne Girolami, Licensed Vet Tech

540-454-2651 • www.sit-my-pet.com
A Cleaning Service
Experienced, Quality work. Low rates, Free estimates,  WKLY - 
BiWKLY, Move In/Out. References available.
Call Maria at 703-477-1228

WALK BY FAITH SERVICES. 
Writing, Editing, Petsitting & Dog Adoptions. Please email 
walkbyfaithservices@yahoo.com or call 540-878-9230.

R&D Cleaning Service
Weekly & Biweekly, Residential & Commercial, Experienced, 
Free Estimates, Retainable Rates. Moving in or moving out 
clean up. Call Maura 703-303-1364 or 304-724-7158

SWIM LESSONS
25 yrs. experience. Coaching & teaching. Olympic size pool. 
Classes forming NOW! carlahakim.obrien@gmail.com

Child Care
Will watch your child in my home behind Giant in Purcellville. 
State licensed & Red Cross certified. Call 540-338-1737

Yard Sale Rose Hill Estates
June 27 & 28   8am - 2pm. Bikes, TV, Desk, Toys Clothing and 
more... 38649 Bettis Dr., Hamilton VA.

HUGE Yard Sale
Sat. June 28. 8am-12pm. 19075 Ebenezer Church Rd., Round 
Hill. Antiques, furniture, collectables, antique toys & animal 
collection, horse equipment & much more!

Yard Sale ads are FREE!!
Call 540-662-0852

or Email to:
graphics@purcellvillegazette.com

Classified Section
Call The Purcellville Gazette today to place your classified ad 540.662.0852

For Rent
1 BDR apartment. Beautiful setting very private separate from 
main house on farm. $850/mo. plus $ 100.00 for utilities. 
 3 miles from Purcellville.  References and monthly deposit 
required. Please reply by mail to PO Box 161, Lincoln VA 
20160.

Black Male Cocker Spaniel. 
In Round Hill near Greenwood & Erening Star. Found June 
21st. 540-751-9339

Community Yard Sale
To benefit Girl Scout Troop 1770, Sat., June 28, 8 am-noon 
at the Purcellville Community Center Pavilion, 320 W School 
St. Household items, clothing, furniture, children’s toys, books 
and much more. Best bargains in town; great buys for college 
dorms! Call 571-233-9935 for information.

Now Hiring Join The AVON Products, Inc.
Full-time & Part-time Management & Staff AVON Products, 
Inc. is looking for a Sales Rep and Book keeper etc... No 
experience needed. For More Information Contact Joe Mike by 
E-mail to livergrant@gmail.com

Multi-family Yard Sale
Saturday June 28th 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. 29 East Loudoun Street 
Round Hill. Lots of Brand Name Children's Clothes, Toys, and 
Baby Stuff Boys and Girls newborn to 6 years

Wanted
Old farm Tractors. Will Haul. 540-949-1414

Place your classified 
for as low as $10.00!!

Call today:
540.662-0852

Legal
Notices
Now available at 
the Purcellville 

Gazette.
$12.50 pci
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July 19
Caribbean Nights
Hillsborough Vineyards, Hillsboro

July 19
4th Annual Flying Frisbee Fest
10:00AM
Lovettsville Game Protective Assoc., Lovettsville
www.aircanines.com

July 24 
6pm – 9pm 
SURF & TURF ON THE GRILL  
Philomont Community Center
Call 540-338-5882.

July 26-27
Blackberry Bonanza
Great Country Farms, Bluemont
540-554-2073

July 27
An Afternoon of Wine & Music
Swedenburg Winery, Middleburg

July 27-August 2
73rd Annual Loudoun County Fair
Loudoun County Fairgrounds
703-777-3835

Church/Faith:

Puzzle Answers

June 6-Aug. 23
Art Exhibition
Tues-Fri 10-4, Sat 1-4
National Sporting Library, Middleburg
540-687-6542 x10

June 27
Open Skate Night
5:00PM – 7:00PM
Douglass Community Center Hockey Rink, 
Leesburg
703-771-5913

June 28
Chicken Bar B-Q and Yard Sale
11:00 AM to 4 PM 
Also A Bake Table
Christian Community Church @ St. Paul's
www.shenucc.org/church/community

June 28
Princess for a Day Ice Cream Social
12:00 - 2:00 PM
Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum

June 28
Formal British Tea
3:00PM – 5:00PM
Carver Center, Purcellville
571-258-3400

June 28
Rodeo
7:00PM – 9:30PM
Chapel View Farm, Leesburg

June 28
Pottery Show
Swedenburg Winery, Middleburg

June 29
Loudoun Symphony Chamber Players
3:00PM
Franklin Parks Performing Arts Center, Purcellville
540-338-3268

July 3 
12pm – 2pm            
INDEPENDENCE DAY COOK-OUT 
Carver Center.

July 3
Lovettsville Independence Day Celebration
Lovettsville Community Center
5pm – 9pm
540-822-5284

July 4
6pm – 9pm
Independence Day Celebration at Franklin Park
Franklin Park, Purcellville
540-338-7603

July 4
Great Meadow 4th of July Celebration & Fireworks
4:00PM – Dark
Great Meadow, The Plains

June 22-September 7
Combined Summer Worship 
Service 
10:00AM
Bethany UMC, Purcellville
540-338-7648

July 7 – 11
Son Harvest County Fair
9:00AM – Noon
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
540-338-7307

July 14 – 18
Vacation Bible School
Harmony United Methodist Church, Hamilton
540-338-2937

July 18-20
Vacation Bible School
Bethany United Methodist Church, Purcellville
540-338-7648

September 20
Emancipation Celebration
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Blue Ridge Bible Church, Carver Center, 
Purcellville Skating Rink
Contact: cfarley@bohlereng.com

540-253-5002
July 4 
Pride of Purcellville’s 4th of July Parade
1:00 – 6:00 PM
Loudoun Valley High School
703-727-7191

July 4
6pm – 9pm
Middleburg’s Independence Day Celebration
Middleburg Community Center
540-687-6375

July 4
Leesburg’s Independence Day Celebration
Ida Lee Park Recreation Center
703-777-1368

July 6 
1pm – 3pm    
CELEBRATE ICE CREAM DAY 
Lucketts Community Center
Call 703-771-5281.

July 7 – July 27
Four Seasons of Oatlands Art Show
10:00 – 5:00PM
Oatlands, Leesburg
703-777-3174

July 12
Ladies’ Health & Beauty Retreat
Middle Grove Inn, Purcellville
866-338-1802

July 17,25 
5pm – 7pm      
OPEN SKATE NIGHT
Douglass Community Center Hockey Rink
Call 703-771-5913.

July 19
Household Hazardous Waste Collection
8:30AM – 2:30PM
Heritage High School, Leesburg
703-777-0187

July 19
Key West Festival
11:00AM – 6:00PM
Breaux Vineyards, Purcellville

Ongoing events:

Ongoing events:
3rd Saturday of each month, 10-11:30AM - 
Drop-In Grief Support Group
BRH Residential Center Family Room
333 West Cork Street, Winchester

2nd Thursday of every month, 7:00PM - 
Western Loudoun Lyme Disease 
Support Group
St. Peters Episcopal Church on 690, Purcellville

Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month - Swing 
Dance & More-All Ages
7:00 – 8:45PM, Carver Center, Purcellville
Introductory classes in ballroom dancing, swing; 
foxtrot, waltz, rumba, cha cha, tango, and more. 
Partners are optional. Pay at the door. $10

Every Monday – “Kiwanis Club of Clarke 
County” 7:30PM St. Mary's Parish Hall off 
Barnett Street.  Barbara Lee 540-955-2718 or 
Sheryl Reid 540-955-3446

2nd Monday of every month – “The 
Shenandoah Piecemakers” 6:30 
PM, Clarke County Parks & Recreation Center. 
540-955-5140

Every Tuesday - BNI Blue Ridge Business 
Alliance
Networking Meeting & Breakfast, 7:30 - 9:00 AM
The Carver Center, www.bniblueridge.com

Every Tuesday – Lovettsville Farmers 
Market
Open 3:30 PM – 7:00PM

Every Wednesday – “Rotary Club of Clarke 
County” 
12:00 noon Grace Episcopal Fellowship Hall

Every Thursday – Wine Down – 5:00 – 7:00 
PM – featuring local wines, Wine Cellar Market 
Salamander, Middleburg

Every Thursday – Purcellville Farmers 
Market
Open 4:00 – 7:00 PM
Every Saturday – “Depression and Bipolar 
Support Alliance of Western Loudoun chapter”  
6:00PM in the classrooms at Purcellville 
Computers located at 201 C South Maple Ave in 
the Purcellville Plaza.  Susan 703-431-7160

Every Saturday – Middleburg Farmers 
Market
Open 8:00 AM - Noon

4th Saturday of every month– “Birding the 
Blue Ridge Center” 8:00AM the Loudoun 
Wildlife Conservancy leads a bird walk at the 
Blue Ridge Center for Environmental Stewardship.  
Meet at the Neersville Volunteer Fire Station on Rt 
671.  540-554-2542.

Every Thursday. 4pm – 7pm. Loudoun Valley 
Home Grown Market Assoc. Market
21st Street Purcellville. Across from  the Train 
Station.

Happy Birthday to Me
Chicken Wing Day
Second Half of the Year 
Internation Joke Day
I Forgot Day

Fun Days of the Week
June 27...........
June 29...........
July 1..............

July 2..............

July 2 10:19pm (EST) New Moon




